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[ ach month, the
. POWERHOUSEPLUS
Resource Guide highlights

a local non-profit organi-
zation that helps San
Diego County become a
better place for its citizens
to live, work, and play.
These organizations
enhance the lives of many
in our community and
enrich us all.
POWERHOUSEPLUS is
proud fo feature the
Human Development
Foundation (HDF) in this

issue and fo share one of

its stories with you. ...
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...With HDF

Tommy Tran’s parents came to the United States as refugees.
They had no formal education and they did not speak English.

Although they were hard working, they had extremely limited
financial resources. And they had Tommy...an extremely gifted

child.

What they did not have was the background to assist Tommy
with education or to help him fulfill his extraordinary potential.
Tommy was about to fall through the cracks.

There are many highly gifted children like Tomimy who fall

—Irij_'_‘_J M |’",f""|‘-.r.-"' —|_|"|::'_‘,'; . through the cracks - their intelligence, creativity, and potential go
HII |:'|: |::, unrecognized or, if recognized, unfulfilled. A disproportionate num-

UT ber are from low-income families, representing a range of cultural,

ethnic, and linguistic backgrounds.

Tommy was one of those children—until he was identified by the
Human Development Foundation. HDF and its OPEN GATE
Program transformed Tommy's world. HDF believes that the key to
sustaining a healthy society lies in providing access to the appropri-
ate levels of a challenging education for children. OPEN GATE pro-
vides tutoring and advocacy for highly gifted children from low-
income families who have never had an opportunity for success.
HDF helps them steer clear of the many pitfalls, dangers and tempta-
tions that brilliant young minds may fall victim to in low-income
neighborhoods, such as gangs, crime, illiteracy, and a future of social

and economic dependence.
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