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Students in the Open Gate program recite a poem by Shel Silverstein, called ‘The Homework Machine,’ at Farr Avenue School in
Escondido. The students built their own homework machines as part of a class project. "

Story by Paul Eakins e Staff Writer

he curious students gathered around their guest teacher, Bob
Galbraith, also known as “Mr. G,” at Farr Avenue School garden
Thursday afternoon.

Galbraith, a retired community college teacher now living in Encini-
tas, put forth a question to the Escondido third-graders. What would
happen if some of the plants clustered together in the garden had

been planted farther apart?
The students’ hands shot up, and they gave a variety of
answers. Some said the plants would.grow larger; oth-
LIE ers said they would grow in different, individual
ways.

Some students said being together could mean
the plants help each other grow, while others rec-
ognized that the roots below ground must be com-
peting for space. ]

“Even though the experimenta] procedure’s
pretty simple, they can do some thought-provok-

ing analysis of what's going on,” Galbraith said as
he described some of the experiments he has
planned for the students this school year.

And thought-provoking is exactly what these
particular students need.

Thirst for knowledge
The children are part of “Open GATE,” a pro-
gram new at Farr Avenue School that is designed
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