Cleve Jacobs read In a third grade seminar class at Oak Park Elementary School, where the Human Development Foundation helps tutor students.

A nonprofit investmen

Businesspeople lend their talents to worthy social brganizations

Ay Michael Kinsman, STAFF WRITER

s a busy and successful businessman,

Dale Stein used to have away of dealing

with the nonprofits that always seemed to
1over nearby.

“I told them: “You need money? Il write you a
“heck. And if I give you more than you need, will
sout Jeave me alone?,’ " Stein said.

That was before he figured out that the best
svestment he could make in a nonprofit organi-
sition was one of time, not money.

Stein is one of 53 members of San Diego So-
sl Venlure Partners, a group of businesspeople
vhnhmbnmiedtugul!mmhehnpnp‘nﬂtob
ranizations become more stable and sophisticat-
»l in their operations. The group formed after
earning about the success of a similar pariner-
thip in Seattle,

The venture partners target social organiza-
ions by providing them funding, management
wepertise and strategic guidance over a three-
rear period. The group’s goal is to help nonprofit
sroups operate more efficiently, so they spend
nore lime on their missions instead of having to
scramble for operating cash year after year.

Kim Luong tutored students in a fifth-grade
seminar class at Oak Park Elementary School.
The Human Development Foundation runs a
program for gifted students. K.C Alfred f
Union-Trib "

“Every nonprofit wants to feed 5,000 people
when they have the resources to feed 50," said
group member Alan Sorkin, a former housing
developer who now devotes his time to nonprofit
pursuits. “But the passion that cxists in these or-

ganizations is amazing. It is passion most for-
profit CECs would kill for in their businesses.”
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running companies siich as Westec Security,

Tedmnhgyﬁmraumﬂmm,ﬁxﬂmmm
Glacier Water, is quick lo agree. Tapping into
that passion, he finds himself re-energized.

“Tvehad alot of successfisl businesses
through the years,” he said, *but the most enjoy-
ment I've ever had in my Bfe is working with a
nonprofit.”
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through its Open Gate program at Oalk Park
School in San Diego.

In addition, foundation tutors worls with the
children's parents to help them understand the
curticulum the children are following. These tu-
tors often communicate to the parents through
languages other than English.

“San Diego Social Venture Pariners has en-

see Monprofit, CE






